Monday, September 1, 2003
1 Chronicles 18:1 - 20:8


We have read the history of David before, in Samuel. Why is it repeated by the author of Chronicles? Three things come to mind. 
First, the author of Chronicles has a slightly different story to tell. His purpose is not only to give a detailed history of David’s reign. His emphasis is on the good days of David and his closeness to God. The sin with Bathsheba and its aftermath, for instance, is not mentioned by this author though it was almost certainly known to him.
Second, this author wrote after both Israel and Judah had fallen. To him the life of David was a tremendous example of what a king of Israel could do and be. David's time was a reminder of what the nation had been; a reminder of what God meant them to be, and what they could be again. The author reminds the exiled of their former glory. 
Third, the story reminded the people that God was the power in David's life and his success; the success and life of the nation. David’s praise of God in his psalms brought to the mind of a chastised people exiled in Babylon the truth that their God was gracious. Even after their rebellion had brought their ruin, His love for them would not end. He would move a foreigner to free them.
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